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Ph.D. Course Work Structure for Faculty of Science and Technology 

Structure of the Ph.D. Course Work as prescribed by the 

University Grants Commission  

Rules and regulations 

As per rule regulations of SPPU Circular 07/2025 Ref number: PGS/87 dated 09/01/2025 

and University Grants Commission (Minimum Standards and Procedures for Award of 

Ph.D. Degree) Regulations, 2022. 

General Guidelines 

1. The coursework is for 16 credits. 

2. Contents of Course 1 and Course 3  shall be prescribed by the respective Board of 

Studies. 

3. The recognized research center, based on the recommendations of the Research 

Advisory Committee, shall prescribe courses for the Ph.D. scholar, including research 

methodology and two subject-specific advanced courses, to be completed within two 

years of registration. 

4. A course on Publication Ethics must be completed within two years from the date of 

registration by the Ph.D. scholar. 

5. Candidates with an M.Phil. degree from SPPU who are admitted to the Ph.D. 

program, or those who have completed M.Phil. coursework and are permitted to 

proceed to a Ph.D., will be exempt from Ph.D. coursework, provided both programs 

are in the same subject. If the M.Phil. and Ph.D. programs are in different subjects, 

the candidate must complete Courses 2, 3, and 5 as specified, as per University 

Circular No. 07/2025 Reference Number PGS/87 dated 9th January 2025. 

6. All other candidates admitted to the Ph.D. program are required to complete the 

coursework approved by the Academic Council of SPPU, achieving a minimum of 

55% marks or its equivalent grade on the UGC 10-point scale, within the first two 

years of registration. Candidates will be permitted to continue with their Ph.D. studies 

and submit the thesis only after fulfilling these requirements. 

7. Grades in the course work, including research methodology courses, shall be finalized 

after a combined assessment by the Research Advisory Committee and the Place of 

Research, and the final grades shall be communicated to the P. G. Admission Section 

of the SPPU. 
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8. All Ph.D. scholars, irrespective of discipline, shall be required to train in teaching 

/education /pedagogy/writing related to their chosen Ph.D. subject during their 

doctoral period. Ph.D. scholars may also be assigned 4-6 hours per week of 

teaching/research assistantship for conducting tutorial or laboratory work and 

evaluations. 

9. The Research Advisory Committee can also recommend online/offline courses 

offered by UGC/National Agency/MOOCs/SWAYAM/NPTEL., etc., of 4 Credits 

each as part of the credit requirements for the Ph.D. program. 

 

Ph.D. Coursework shall consist of the following components  

Sr. 

No. 
Course Name of the Course Credits 

No. of 

Hours 
Responsibility 

1 1 Research Methodology 04 60 
Research Center & research 

Supervisor   

2 2 

Attending at least one 

Seminar/ 

Conference/Workshop 

(National/ 

International) and 

Presenting paper/poster 

01 - 
Research Center & research 

Supervisor   

3 3 
Two Subject specific 

advanced level courses 
08 120 Research Center 

4 4 
Research and 

Publication ethics 
02 30 

Research Center shall conduct 

the UGC approved 02 credits 

course as per  UGC letter No. 

D.O.F. 1-1/2018 

(Journal/CARE) Dated  

Dec.2019 and SPPU circular 

No. 65/2020 dated 3rd march 

2020 

OR 

Research Scholar can complete 

the Research and Publication 

ethics course run by the Centre 

of Publication Ethics SPPU. 

5 5 
Pedagogical Training/ 

Industrial Visit Report / 

Assessment Statement 

01 30 
Research Center & research 

Supervisor   

Total 16 240  
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Details of the Courses 

Course 1.   Research Methodology                    

  Credits: 04  

No. of hours: 60 

  The Comprehensive syllabus shall be designed by the respective board of studies, which shall 

be made available on the website of SPPU.  

Responsibility: Research Center and Research Supervisor   

Course 2. Attending at least one relevant Seminar /Conference/Workshop 

etc. not less than two days. (National/International)                             

Credit: 1  

It is highly desired that candidate shall present his/her research work in the Seminar/    

Conference/Workshop etc. (National/International) 

Responsibility: Research Center and Research Supervisor   

Course 3. Two Subject specific advanced level courses                                         

Syllabus: The respective BOS shall design the syllabus for a minimum of 4 specific 

advanced level courses, out of which students shall select any 2 relevant courses 

based on the recommendation of the Research Advisory Committee. 

      This syllabus and module shall be available on the SPPU website.        

Credits:    8 credits (Each Course of 4 credits) 

No. of hours: 120 

Responsibility: Research Center 

Course 4:  Research & Publication Ethics                                                             

 Syllabus: Two Credit course, approved by UGC and compulsory for all Ph.D. students.  

Modules Unit Title Teaching Hours 

Theory 

RPE1 Philosophy and Ethics 4 

RPE 2 Scientific Conduct 4 

RPE 3 Publication Ethics 7 

Practice 

RPE 4 Open Access Publishing 4 

RPE 5 Publication Misconduct 4 

RPE 6 Database and Research Metrics 7 
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 Credits: 2 credits  

 No. of hours: 30 

 Responsibility:   Research Center shall conduct the UGC approved 02 credits course as per  

UGC letter No. D.O.F. 1-1/2018 (Journal/CARE) Dated Dec. 2019 and 

SPPU circular No. 65/2020 dated 3rd March 2020 

                              OR 

                             Research Scholar can complete the Research and Publication ethics course      

                             run by the Centre of Publication Ethics SPPU. 

Course 5: Pedagogical Training/Industrial Visit Report / Assessment 

Statement                           

Credits: 01 Credit 

No. of hours: 30 

Responsibility: Research Center & Research Supervisor   

Award of Credits for Ph. D. Course Work 

Table -1: Percentage to grade and grade point 

Sr. No. Grade Letter Grade Point Marks 

1 O Outstanding 10 90 to 100 

2 A+ (Excellent) 9 80 to 89 

3 A (Very Good) 8 75 to 79 

4 B+ (Good) 7 70 to 74 

5 B (Above Average) 6 65 to 69 

6 C (Average) 5 60 to 64 

7 D (Pass) 4 55 to 59 

8 F (Fail) 0 <55 

9 Ab (Absent) 0  
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Table -2: Illustration of the Structure of CGPA and Marks Scheme for  

Ph. D. Course Work (Sample Copy) 

Sr 

No 
Course 

Code 
Course Name Credit 

Internal 

marks 
External 

marks 
Grade 

Letter 

Grade 

Point 

(0-10) 

Credit Point = 

(Credit X  

Grade Point) 

1 RM 
Research 

Methodology 
4 30 70 A 8 32 

2 SCW 

Seminar/Confe

rence/ 

workshop 

1 - - O 10 10 

3 SPAL-1 

Subject 

Specific 

Advanced 

Level Course-1 

4 30 70 O 10 40 

4 SPAL-2 

Subject 

Specific 

Advanced 

Level Course-2 

4 30 70 A+ 9 36 

5 RPE 

Research and 

Publication 

Ethics 

2 15 35 B+ 7 14 

6 PIA 

Pedagogical 

Training/ 

Industrial Visit 

report/Assessm

ent Statement 

1 07 18 A 8 8 

Total 16 112 263  52 140 

CGPA = Total Credit Point / Total Credit for The Course: 8.75 

Final Grade:  A+ Excellent 

Result  : Pass 

Table No.3: CGPA Distribution and corresponding class of the degree 

awarded 

Sr. No. CGPA Class of the Ph. D. course awarded 

1 9.50 or More than 9.5 O Outstanding 

2 8.25 or more but less than 9.50 A+ (Excellent) 

3 6.75 or more but less than 8.25 A (Very Good) 

4 5.75 or more but less than 6.75 B+ (Good) 

5 5.25 or more but less than 5.75 B (Above Average) 

6 4.75 or more but less than 5.25 C (Average) 

7 4.00 or more but less than 4.75 D (Pass) 

 

           











 

Savitribai Phule Pune University 

 

Name of the Research Student:- _________________________________________________ 

Name of Faculty  :- _________________________________________________ 

Name of Subject  :- _________________________________________________ 

Name of Guide  :- _________________________________________________ 

Name of the Research Centre:-_________________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

Date of Admission  :- _________________________________________________ 

 

a) List of Documents to be updated on Ph.D. Tracing System 

 

Sr. 

No. 

Document List 

1. Admission Form in prescribed format as per provision of Ph.D. rules (Appendix ‘A’) 

2. Copy of Provisional Admission / Registration letter (Appendix ‘C’) 

3. Copy of Topic & Title approval letter (R & R Committee letter)  

4. Copy of Confirmation letter (Appendix ‘D’) 

5. Copy of Statement of Marks (10
th

, 12
th

,Graduate, Post Graduate) 

6. Copy of certificate of M.Phil., NET/SET/GATE/SRF/JRF (if applicable) 

7. Course Work Completion Certificate / In case of exemption upload M.Phil. 

declaration /Degree  

8. Copy of Guide Recognition Letter (valid period) 

9. Copy of Research Centre Recognition Letter 

10. Copy of Cast Certificate (if applicable) 

11. Copy of Guide Change Letter (if applicable) 

12. Copy of Title Change Letter (if applicable) 

13. Copy of Centre Change Letter (if applicable) 

14. Copy of Re-Registration Letter / Special Extension (if applicable) 

15. Copy of documents if the candidate availed any fellowship / scholarship  

16. Copy of six monthly progress report as per provision of Ph.D. rules (Appendix ‘E’) 

 

b) List of Documents required to be uploaded for Synopsis Submission as per 

provision of Ph.D. rules 
 

Sr. 

No. 

Document List 

1. Synopsis Form in prescribed format (Appendix ‘F’) 

2. Copy of pre-synopsis presentation report along with copy of Synopsis  

3. Copy of online payment details against synopsis submission fees 

4. Copy of Research Advisory Committee Report of work evaluation of Research 

Scholar  

5. Copy of certificate of paper presentation in conference / seminar  

6. Copy of published paper in refereed journal  

7. Copy of payment details made by Research center against University share (Not 

applicable for University Department students) 

 

 



 

 

c) List of Documents required to be uploaded for Thesis Submission as per provision 

of Ph.D. rules 
 

1. Thesis Form  in prescribed format with soft copy of thesis as per Appendix ‘G’ 

2. Copy of online payment details against Thesis submission fees 

3. Copy of Plagiarism report as per provision of University Circular No. 175/2018 

dated 27/09/2018 

4. Copy of Abstract of thesis  

5. Copy of acknowledgment of thesis by Guide and Research centre 

6. Copy of published paper in refereed journal (in case if not submitted at the time of 

synopsis) 

7. Copy of NOC from University Department, Library, Hostel 

(Only applicable for University Department Students) 

 

d) Process for Viva-voce: For online viva-voce refer Circular No.  113/2020 dated 

08/06/2020 and Circular No. 115/2020 dated 12/06/2020 

 

Note:  

 Student shall fulfil and complete all the norms and requirements of  Synopsis and 

Thesis submission as per provision of Ph.D. rules vide Circular No. 217/2014 dated 

28/11/2014 and Circular No. 14/2017 dated 09/01/2017 

 Research Centre shall maintain and update the research students data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Savitribai Phule Pune University 

                                                               (formerly University of Pune) 

   

 
 
 

                           Application for Re-Registration for M. Phil. / Ph. D. 

Faculty: ………………..……………                Subject :……………………………. 
 

 

To, 

Deputy Registrar, 

PG Admissions,   

Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune – 411007 
 

Sir, 

I hereby apply for re-registration to the M.Phil./Ph.D. Program, I have been admitted as a Research       

Student for M.Phil./Ph.D. program in the ………………………………………………..  ( Name of the 

Research Center ) under Savitribai Phule Pune University.  

 
Details as Below :  

1. Name :………………………………………………………………..………………………….................. 

                              (Surname)                      (Name)                    (Father/Husband)                Mother 
 

2. a) Gender :……………………….  b) Nationality: ………………………….. 

 

3. a) Date of Registration : ……………………………………………………………………………............ 

    b) Date of Submission of Synopsis (If applicable)  : ……………………………………………………….  

 

4. Correspondence Address: ………………………………………………………………………………….. 

            ………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                              Mobile No.:………………………Email :…………………………………...... 

 

5. Name of the Guide : …………………………………………………….…………………………………. 

 

                                              Mobile No.:………………………Email :…………………………………....... 

6. Name of the Co-guide (If applicable) : …………………………………………..………………………… 

 

7. Title of Research : ………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

             I declare that I have fulfilled and completed all the norms and requirements as per provisions of 

Ph.D. rules vide University Circular No. 14/2017 Dated 9th  January 2017 and amended time to time. 

Attached herewith copies of progress report duly signed by the guide as per Clause 8(8.1.3) of the standards 

and procedure for award of M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees.  

   

Place: ……………….  

Date: ………………..                           (Signature of the Student) 

 

                                       (P.T.O) 

 



 

 

Recommendation of Research Supervisor (Guide) 

 
I certify that Shri./Smt…………………………………………………………………………….. 

is doing his / her research work for M.Phil./Ph.D. degree under my guidance. His / Her research 

work is in progress and he /she should be able to submit his/her thesis in due course. I declare that 

the candidate meet all the norms and requirements as per provisions of Ph.D. rules wide University  

circular No. 14/2017 Dated 9
th

  January 2017 and amended time to time. 

Therefore, recommend that his /her application for re-registration be considered. 

Place: ………………..  

             ……..……..……………………………… 

Date: ………………….              Research Supervisor ( Guide ) 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Recommendation of Research Centre 

 

  Shri./Smt ………………………………………………… registered for M.Phil./Ph.D. 

program in the subject -…..………………………………………….. under the supervision of                  

Dr. ………………………………………. at our Research Center w.e.f. ………………………..… 

and, his/her research work is in progress. Therefore, recommend that his /her application for          

re-registration be considered. 

 

 

        (Head SPPU  / Principal / Director) 

 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The committee recommends that, the application of Shri./Smt ……………………..........is 

considered and the candidate be permitted/not permitted to re-register his/her name for M.Phil./Ph.D. 

program for the period from………………………to………...………….. 

 
 

Place: ………………..                                         Dean of the faculty / Chairman R & R Committee 

Date: …………………  

 



 Savitribai Phule Pune University 
                                                        (Formerly University of Pune) 

 

 
                                                            Doctor of Philosophy 

          (Submission of Synopsis) 

To, 

Deputy Registrar, 

PG Admissions,   

Savitribai Phule Pune University  

Pune – 411007 

 

Sir, 

I ……………………………………………………………………………………….. hereby submit soft copy of the 

synopsis of my thesis embodying the results of my research on (Please give the exact title of thesis) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………. 

for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the Faculty of ………………………………..…………………. in the                    

subject of …………………………………………………………... 

 

I append herewith a signed statement showing the particulars of my work which is based on the discovery of new 

facts or of new relations of facts observed by others and how the work tends in the advancement of knowledge.  
 

I also append herewith, a statement of indicating the source from which my information has been derived and the 

extent to which I have based my work on the work of others, and the portion or portions of my thesis which I claim 

as original.   

For the thesis, which I submitting, No degree or diploma or distinction has been conferred on me before, either in this 

or in any other University.  

In further support of my application, I am submitting herewith soft copy of published original research work done by 

me on the subject of my thesis and / or on cognate subjects.  
  

1. Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………….... 

                          (Surname)                    (Name)                     (Father/Husband)                   Mother 
 

   (Also in Devanagri Script)…………………………………………………………………..……………………….. 
 

2. a) Gender:………………..……    b) Religion : ………..…………….  c) Nationality: …………………………... 
 

3. a) Date of Registration : …………………………………………………………………..………………................ 

      Date of Re-Registration : …………………………………………………………………………(If applicable) 

  b) Ref. No. of  Topic & title approval admission : ……………………………….… Date …….………………...... 
 

  c) Date of Submission of Synopsis: ……………………………………………………… (if submitted previously) 
 

4. a) Name of the Master degree …………..………………………………………………………………………….. 

  b) Date, Month & Year of passing the above examination………………………………………………………… 

  c) Name of the University……………………………………………………………………………….………….. 

  d) Correspondence Address (In Full) : ………………………………………………………………….………….. 

                                                                 .…………………………………………………………….….…………… 

               Email: ……………………………………… Mobile No …………….….………. 

5. Name of the  Guide : …………………………………………… Phone No: ………………………Email:…….. 

6. Name of the Co-guide (If any) : ………………………………… Phone No: ………………………Email: ……. 

7. Place of Research : ………………….……………………………………………………………………………… 

                      Email : ……………………..……………………..…….….. Phone No: ………..……………….…... 

                   

                        Signature of the Student 

 
 

          [P.T.O.] 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Certificate of Research Supervisor (Guide) 
 

 I certify that the Project Work presented by Shri./Smt………………………………………………. 

represents his/her original work which was carried out by him/her at …………………………………… 

under my guidance and supervision during the period ….…/….…/ 20…… to ….…/……/ 20……............ 

I further certify that the forgoing statements made by him /her in regard to his /her Synopsis are correct. 

 

Place : ……………………                                        …….……………………………………………….. 
 

Date : …………………….                   Signature of Research Supervisor (Guide) 

 

      Checked & Verified by…………………………………. 
 

Place : ……………………        

 

Date : …………………….                                Head, SPPU / Principal / Director          

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Certificate of the University Department / Research Center 

 
 This is to certify that Shri./Smt…….……………….…………………………………has completed 

Pre-Ph.D. course and seminar on ………………………………………... as per provision of Ph.D. rules 

vide University circular No. 217/2014 Dated 28/11/2014 and 14/2017 Dated 9/01/2017 and amended time 

to time. 

  
 

Place : ……………………                                       

 

 Date : …………………….          …………….………………………………. 

         Head, SPPU / Principal / Director 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Certificate of the University Department / Research Center 
 
 

 This is to certify that Shri./Smt…….…………………………………………has completed his /her 

research work in the University Department / Research Center since………………………………………  

 

 

Place : ……………………                                       

 

Date : …………………….          …………….………………………………. 

            Head, SPPU / Principal / Director 

 

 

 



                      

Savitribai Phule Pune University 
                                                        (Formerly University of Pune) 

 

 
                                                            Doctor of Philosophy 

            (Submission of Thesis) 
 

To, 

Deputy Registrar, 

PG Admissions,   

Savitribai Phule Pune University  

Pune – 411007 
 

Sir, 

I ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

hereby submit soft copy of the Thesis (Please give the exact title of 

thesis)……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………..… for the Degree of Doctor of 

Philosophy in the Faculty of ………………………………..…………………. in the subject of 

…………………………………………………………... 

 

1. Name : ………………………………………………………………………………………..……………... 

                               (Surname)                        (Name)               (Father/Husband)            Mother 

 

   (Also in Devanagri Script in same order) …………………………………..…………..…………………… 

 

2. a) Gender :………………    b) Religion : ……..…………….  c) Nationality: ……..…………………….. 

 

3. a) Date of Registration : ……………………………………………………………………………………... 

      Date of Re-Registration : ………………………………………………………(If applicable) 

 

   b) Date of Provisional Admission : ………………………………………………………………………... 

 

   c) Date of Submission of Synopsis : …………………………  Challan Code : ………………………….. 

 

4. Correspondence Address (In Full) : ……………………………………………………………………….. 

    ………………………………………………………………………………. 

  Email : …………………………………..… Mobile No: …………………. 

 

5. Name of the Guide : …………………………………………… Phone No: ……………Email: …….. 

 

6. Name of the Co-guide (If any) : ………………………………… Phone No: ……………Email: …….. 

 

7. Place of Research : ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                       Email : ……………………..……………………….….. Phone No: …………………….…... 
 

             

 

          

       Signature of the Student 

 

 
                     [P.T.O.] 

 



 

 

          

Certificate of Research Supervisor (Guide) 

 
Certificate of the Guide CERTIFIED that the work incorporated in the dissertation /thesis (Title) ………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

submitted by Mr./Ms ……………………………………………… was carried out by the candidate under 

my supervision / guidance. Such material has been obtained from other sources has been duly acknowledged 

in the dissertation /thesis.  

 

Date: ………………………     ………..…………………………………

                 Research Supervisor (Guide) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Declaration by the Student 

 
 I declare that the dissertation /thesis entitled …………………………………………………………… 

…..…………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………. 

submitted by me for the degree of Master of Philosophy /Doctor of Philosophy is the record of work carried 

out by me during the period from ……….……………….. to ….………………………. under the guidance 

of  ……………………..………………… and has not formed the basis for the award of any degree, 

diploma, associateship, fellowship, titles in this or any other University or other institution of Higher 

learning. I further declare that the material obtained from other sources has been duly acknowledged in the 

dissertation /thesis.  

 

Date : ………………      …………………….………………………. 

           Signature of the Student 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Certificate by Research Center 

 
 I …………………………………………………………………… (Name of Head, SPPU / Principal / 

Director) of ………………………………………………………… (Name of the Institute) which is 

Research Center under the subject …………………………….. hereby declare that ………………………… 

(name of student) is a registered Ph.D. student of the centre and has worked under ………………………….. 

(name of Guide) 

 I declare that ………………………………………………. (name of the Candidate) meet all the 

norms and requirements of thesis submission as per provision of Ph.D. Rules vide University Circular No. 

217/2014 dated 28/11/2014 and Circular No. 14/2017 dated 09/01/2017 

 

Date : ………………      …………………….………………………. 

                 Head, SPPU / Principal / Director 

Appendix ‘I’ 

Appendix ‘J’ 


